MUNICIPALITY OF KILKIS

The Municipality of Kilkis is resided almost at the center of the Prefecture that bears the same name, at an altitude of 280 metres, at the same row of low hillsides west of Spanos, a tributary river of Gallikos river. Possible origin of the name is the Hellenic word “To Kalli-kos” (Good, gold bearing skin). “Kalli-kos” was a small village in the area near the river, which had gold dust (Gallikos, Ehedoros). Through the years the verbal corruption of the ancient name lead to the modern word “To Kilkis”. Unimportant as a village during the days of the Turkish rulers, becomes the headquarters (Kaza) of Avret-Hesar County. At the end of the Balkan War becomes a part of the Hellenic state and until 1934 belongs to the Prefecture of Thessaloniki. In 1935 becomes a separate directive unity and capital city of the homonymous Prefecture of Kilkis. Until the early days of the 20th century the town is restricted in a small sector at the feet of Saint George’s hill extended only to an area around Saint Dimitrios Church. To be precise, at the days of Turkish domination there were only two suburbs, one of them was Christian and was built on the rocky feet of the hill and the other was Moslem lower down the hill. During the Balkan War it was taken over by the Bulgarians in 1912 and was used as their headquarters in their effort to take over the town of Thessaloniki. The liberation of Kilkis was achieved by the Greek Army on June 21st 1913. Referring to the populational  composition of the city it has been recorded that the first fugitives came along from Srtomnitsa (1913) , Akalan, Eastern Thrace and Kafkasos (1914), while in 1925 came from Eastern Romylia (Stenemahos, Mesembria). Very important pole of attraction for the visitor is Saint George’s Church on the homonymous hill , which was built around 1832 in Byzantine design and icon drawings. Lower down the hill there is the cave of Kilkis with impressive geological shapes and healing effects. On the same hill there is an open area Theatre and the Municipal Cafeteria. Significant interest present the findings in the Arcaeological Museum as well as the exhibits in the Folklore Museum. There are many cafeterias and amusement halls while the city can be used as the base for visits to other beautifull areas in the Prefecture, like Metalliko with a mineral water spring. Doirani Lake and the rocky mountains of Kroussia. Today , the Municipality of Kikis is devided  in 10 municipal sectors and has a total population of 36.000 residents. Financial life is mostly based on the agricultural growth and on the industrial and light manufacture investments with its core at the assembled industrial Area at Stavrohori. The cultural and social life is covered by the activities of the Cultural Organization of Youth and Sports of the Municipality (O.C.Y.S.), as well as by the local cultural and social bodies, which are distinguished for their contribution to the maintenance of the cultural heritage and the tradition of the area.

